BUENA PARK NEIGHBORS



BYLAWS – APRIL 1998

AS AMENDED JUNE 1999

1

Article I – Name

The Organization shall be known as Buena Park Neighbors, Inc. a community block club. The Organization is a not-for-profit corporation, organized under the General Not For Profit Corporation Act of 1986 of the State of Illinois, as such Act may be supplemented and amended from time to time.

Article II – Purpose

Buena Park Neighbors is established for the following civic and educational purposes: To preserve, promote, and develop Buena Park as a stable, multi-ethnic residential community, while protecting and enhancing Buena Park as a National Historic District; to encourage and foster mutual understanding and goodwill among the residents, police, city agencies, and businesses in Buena Park; and to engage in such activities as will promote civic pride and community welfare.

Article III – Membership

Section 1

Residential Membership is open to all persons at least 18 years of age and residing within the Buena Park Historic District bounded by: north side of Irving Park Road, south side of Montrose Avenue, west side of Marine Drive, and both sides of Kenmore Avenue in the City of Chicago, Illinois.

Section 2

Commercial/Association Membership is open to all businesses and professions with a physical presence in the neighborhood, and to condominium associations, churches, and other not-for-profit organizations with an ongoing physical presence or project in the neighborhood.

Section 3

Dues shall be paid as a condition of membership. The dues rate and methods of collection and payment shall be established annually by the Board of Directors, provided that Commercial/Association Membership dues shall be assessed at not less than double the rate of Residential Membership dues.

Section 4

All members shall have one vote in the running of the organization. Membership shall be effective and shall entitle the member to all rights of membership as of the date of dues payment; provided that no member shall vote at the Annual Meeting who has not been a member for at least 60 days.

Section 5

Residents and commercial/association entities eligible for membership at the time of payment of dues, shall remain members for that period covered by the dues payment. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a residential member who during the term of membership moves his or her residence outside the boundaries of Buena Park as herein defined shall be ineligible to hold office in the organization.

Article IV – Officers and Duties

Section 1

The Officers of Buena Park Neighbors shall be:

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 5 (five) Directors.

Section 2

Officers shall take up their duties upon election or no later than the Board of Directors meeting immediately following their election. Officers shall serve for terms of one year, or until their respective successors shall have been elected. No officer whose dues are not paid in full shall vote on any matter before the Board.

Section 3

Duties of officers shall be as follows:

The President shall preside over all meetings. The President, or his or her delegate, shall be a member ex officio of all committees except the Nominating Committee and shall appoint all committee chairs not otherwise provided for. The President shall coordinate the work of the Board of Directors and Committees in order that the Purposes of the organization shall be attained. The President shall perform other duties as may be assigned by the organization or by the Board of Directors. The President shall be the official spokesperson of the organization. 

Vice President shall preside in the absence or inability of the President and shall perform all other functions upon the advice and consent of the Board of Directors.

The Secretary shall be the chief record-keeping officer. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep an accurate record of the minutes of all meetings of the Membership and the Board of Directors, and to maintain the membership roll for voting purposes. The Secretary may delegate corresponding or clerical duties upon the approval of the Board of Directors.

The Treasurer shall have custody of all moneys of the Organization, and shall deposit same into the account(s) of Buena Park Neighbors, Inc. in such depository institution(s) as determined by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall draw and sign checks for all legitimate indebtedness of the organization, and all checks shall be counter-signed by the President or Secretary. The Treasurer shall keep true and accurate books, and from time to time at least annually present to the membership an accounting of all receipts and expenditures, and shall do so at such additional times as the Board of Directors or the membership shall 

direct. The Treasurer shall propose the annual budget.

Article V – Board of Directors

Section 1

The business and affairs of the organization shall be managed by its officers meeting as the Board of Directors. Each member of the Board of Directors shall have one (1) vote. More than one-half of the membership of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. A quorum shall be required to transact any business.

Section 2

A duly proposed motion, seconded and voted upon by the majority of members present at a regular or special meeting at which a quorum is present shall constitute an act of the Board of Directors.

Section 3

The Board of Directors shall meet at least six times annually, to set a budget, to prepare the agenda for the membership meetings, to discuss and review progress of projects and committee functions, and to transact such business as may be necessary. Meetings may be called by the President or any four members of the Board of Directors with advance notice given to all members of the Board of Directors in a timely manner.

The annual budget shall be approved by the Board and presented to the Members as part of the regular report of the Board of Directors.

Article VI – Procedure

Section 1

This Organization shall operate on the basis of consensus formation. Where no consensus is readily attainable, Robert's Rules of Order (revised Modern edition) will govern procedure to the extent not otherwise inconsistent with these Bylaws.

Section 2

A quorum of any regular or special Membership meeting shall be 15% of all Members. Voting may be by paper ballot, voice vote, or by show of hands. There shall be no proxy votes and no absentee ballots or votes.

Section 3

A duly proposed motion, seconded and voted upon by the majority of members present at a regular or special meeting at which a quorum is present shall constitute an act of the Membership.

Article VII – Meetings

Section 1

Regular meetings of the Membership shall be held on the second Saturday of each month, or at such additional or less frequent intervals or at such other times as the Membership may determine. At each meeting the time and place of the next meeting shall be announced. The Membership may transact any business as may come before the body.

Section 2

The September meeting shall be the annual meeting and election of officers.

Section 3

Special meetings shall be open only to Members. Notice of special meetings shall be given at least eight (8) days in advance of the meeting and shall be given in the most effective manner to reach all members in a timely manner.

VIII – Elections

Section 1

Officers as provided for within these Bylaws shall be elected at the annual meeting. Notice of the election, date, time and place shall be delivered to all Members to the last address of the Member as recorded by the Organization or in such manner as the Board of Directors may determine is reasonable to provide timely notice.

Section 2

Nominations shall be made at the regular general membership meeting the month before the election is to be held. Only Residential Members may be nominated or run for office; provided that, such nominee shall have been a member more than 60 days prior to nomination, and any such write-in candidate shall have been a member more than 90 days prior to the election.

Section 3

All election voting shall be by secret ballot. The President shall appoint one or more Members from those attending the meeting at which an election is to be held to serve as the ballot committee for that meeting and that election only.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any candidate is running unopposed the Membership may elect such officer by acclamation in a show of hands.

Section 4

A paper ballot shall be prepared at the direction of the Board of Directors, showing the office and candidates for each office as provided for in these Bylaws. In addition, the ballot shall provide space for voters to write in the name of a candidate of their choice.

Section 5

Elections shall be open during a specified time, beginning after the regular general meeting is called to order and closed prior to adjournment. After ballots are delivered to the ballot com​mittee, they shall be counted and the officers elected shall be announced before adjournment of the meeting.

IX – Vacancies and Removal of Officers

Section 1

A vacancy arising in any manner in any office shall be filled for the unexpired term by an eligible member upon a majority vote of the Board of Directors, after proper notice; provided that, a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the Vice President.

Section 2

An officer whose dues remain unpaid for more than 30 days shall be automatically removed by operation of these Bylaws, and a vacancy declared.

Section 3

An officer who moves his or her residence outside the borders of Buena Park as defined herein, shall be automatically removed by operation of these Bylaws, and a vacancy declared.

Section 4

An officer failing to attend three consecutive Membership meetings or three consecutive meetings of the Board of Directors, without good cause shown, may be removed by a majority vote of the Membership or of the Board of Directors, and a vacancy declared.

An officer may otherwise be removed for cause upon the 2/3 majority vote of the Members at a special meeting called for that purpose at which a quorum is present.

Article X – Committees

Section 1

Committees may be established by resolution of the Board of Directors or by an Act of Members. Except as otherwise may be provided in such resolution, members of each such committee shall be Members of the organization, and shall be appointed by the President.

Any member of a committee may be removed by the person authorized to appoint members to the committee whenever in his or her judgment the best interests of the organization shall be served by such removal.

Section 2

Each member of a committee shall continue as such until the next annual meeting of the membership, unless the committee shall be terminated sooner, or unless such member is removed or otherwise ceases to qualify as a member of a committee.

Section 3

The President shall appoint one member of each committee as chair of the committee.

Section 4

Vacancies in the membership of any committee may be filled by appointments made in the same manner as provided in the case of original appointments.

Section 5

Unless otherwise provided in the resolution establishing the committee, a majority of the whole committee shall constitute a quorum and the act of a majority of the committee members present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the committee.

Section 6

Each committee may adopt rules for its own government not inconsistent with the resolution establishing the committee, these bylaws, or with rules adopted by the Membership or Board of Directors.

Section 7

In no case shall a committee have or exercise the authority of the Board of Directors or Membership in the management of the organization. All committee acts are subject to approval by the Board of Directors or by the Membership.

Article XI – Dissolution

Section 1

Dissolution of Buena Park Neighbors shall require an Act of Members as defined within these Bylaws following notice of the proposed dissolution at least thirty days in advance.

Section 2

Upon dissolution, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for payment of all the liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all of its assets in such manner or to such organization(s) organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes as shall at that time qualify as exempt organization(s) under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).

Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of Cook county, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization(s) as said court shall determine are organized and operated for such purposes.

Article XII – Effective Date

These Bylaws are effective as of the first date of their approval by an Act of Members at a regular general meeting.

Article XIII – Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended from time to time. The procedure for amendment shall be: 

A.
Any Member may move for an amendment at any meeting of the general membership.

B.
Any motion to amend these Bylaws that has been seconded shall be tabled until the following general meeting. The amendment(s) shall be distributed in written form at the following regular general membership meeting along with a paper ballot.

At the following general membership meeting, the proposed amendment(s) shall be voted on by secret ballot. The same procedure for collection and count of the votes shall be used as for election of officers. The amendment shall become effective upon a 2/3 majority vote, provided that a quorum is present.

D.
The Bylaws as amended shall be available to members at the following regular general meeting.

